God Save the King-
conceptions of any particular class, defined by
locality, political views, or education. He may
(to take extreme illustrations) wish that God
should convert the King to Judaism, or that
the King should make war upon the Japanese ;
but these are not amongst the common and
abiding desires of the generality of English-
men. He may, when he looks for what is
central in the England that he loves, think of
Chaucer and Shakespeare, of Milton's Areo-
pagitica, of Magdalen Tower, the oaks of Sussex,
or village churches at evening with rooks flying
about their elms. But he cannot mention
them; the personal, or sectional, quality in
imagination or taste must be avoided; and,
by the same token, all words not in common use,
all images that to a labourer would seem
recondite, and even all metrical devices that
would puzzle the simple. He is to find the
Greatest Common Measure of the poetical;
and, by the time he has found it along his line
of search there will probably be very little
poetry left. The sentiments of a National
Anthem must be sentiments understood and
shared by at least a majority of the English-
speaking inhabitants of the empire ; they must
be above dispute, except by cranks, they
must be as comprehensive as possible, and they
must focus as great a portion as possible of
the emotions and thoughts that all patriotic
men have about the empire, its merits, and
its functions in the world.
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